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The Hawaii Primary Care Association (HPCA), which represents the federally qualified community 

health centers in Hawaii, strongly supports House Bill 1772, which appropriates funds for the restoration 

of basic adult dental benefits to Medicaid patients.  

 
In 2015, the Department of Health released a report entitled Hawaii Oral Health: Key Findings. In it, it was 

revealed that Hawaii has an enormous shortfall in the area of dental benefits, citing that: 

 

 From 2009-2011, only 41% of pregnant women, 29% of pregnant low-income women, and 27% of 

women in Medicaid or QUEST visited a dentist during their pregnancy. 

 

 In 2012, 52% of low-income adults saw a dentist as compared to 82% of higher income adults. 

 

 In that same year, 51% of low-income adults lost teeth due to dental disease, while only 32% of high-

income adults did. 

 

 From 2006 to 2012, there was a 67% increase in emergency room visits for dental problems, 

accounting for a $4.5M increase, bringing total expenditures for such visits alone to $8.5M. 

 

Further, the Department outlined a number of measures that could greatly improve the oral health of Hawaii’s 

residents. Foremost among them was the continued support and expansion of preventive dental care to low-

income populations, best achieved through the restoration of adult dental services in Medicaid.  

 

This issue is of special importance to the HPCA, as all fourteen community health centers provide dental 

services. In the time frame from 2007 – 2014, the number of patients receiving dental care increased over 

100%, rising from nearly 20,000 patients to over 42,000. As 57% of patients at community health centers are 

enrolled in either Medicaid or CHIP programs, this bill will provide much needed funding for services to the 

most needy in the state. 

 

Additionally, the HPCA is a staunch believer in the social determinants of health, those economic and 

social conditions that influence an individual and a community’s health status. This bill will provide 

additional benefits to both individuals and the community as a whole by making it easier for individuals 

to obtain employment, reduce absenteeism to school or work, and improve social standing. 
 

For these reasons we strongly support House Bill 1772 and thank you for the opportunity to testify. 


