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The Hawai‘i Primary Care Association asks for your support for this measure, which would require 
that health insurance pay for activities related to reducing childhood obesity.  The rapidly increasing 
rate of obesity among children and youth in Hawai‘i is of grave concern for the mental and physical 
health concerns visited upon young people now, and for the future health problems and costs we will 
face if we do nothing about it.  Given the grievous affects on health of childhood obesity, we believe it 
is as important to cover intervention activities as it is to pay for the medical care required to address 
obesity-related health problems.  We also believe that legislating this now helps move us toward a 
patient-centered care model that supports health rather than concentrates all resources on problems we 
failed to prevent. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of this measure. 


